
How Do You Measure a Year? 
Life rarely proceeds in the way that we imagine it will.  One year ago, none of 
us could have foreseen how entirely life would change over the coming 
weeks.  Nor could we have understood how long-lasting those changes would 
be.  Looking back, it makes me stop and ask…How do we measure this past 
year?  In emails, in Zoom chats, in mic checks, in cups of coffee… In face 
masks, in fist bumps, in all the hand wipes… 

So many things come to mind, but the ultimate gauge is the unwavering 
dedication that this WCJC family has shown for our students. Through all of 
the challenges, this college community has continued to push forward and 
persevere.  Any of the metrics we may use to evaluate these last 12 months 
represent a moment in time, but the commitment that has been shown this 
year is who we truly are as a college...and what continues to give me so much 
hope for the future. 
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Data Days 
This semester’s Data Days will be held via 
Collaborate on: 

March 25; 10:00am  Session Link 

March 30; 2:00pm  Session Link 

We’ll be looking at enrollment, graduation, 
and IPEDS data, while also taking a deep-
dive into the responses from our COVID 
student survey.  I hope to see you there! 
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PURPOSE AND MISSION 
The Office of Planning and Institutional 
Effectiveness is devoted to ensuring that 
the college community has access to the 
information and resources needed to make 
data-driven decisions across all levels of 
the institution.  As a step toward the 
fulfillment of this mission, the Office will 
release a monthly newsletter with data and 
findings that will help advance institutional 
planning and promote a culture of 
continuous quality improvement. 

 

CONTACT US 
For questions or concerns, please contact: 

Dr. Amanda Allen 
VP of Planning and IE 
979.532.6468 
allena@wcjc.edu  
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COVID Student Survey Responses 
This semester, a survey was sent to all currently enrolled students with questions related to their experiences at 
WCJC throughout the course of the pandemic.  A total of 495 students responded, for a response rate of ~10%.  
Overwhelmingly, our students have reported that they have had the access, support, and information they have 
needed to be successful.  This is a testament to YOU…your work, your dedication, and your commitment to our 
students! Thank you! 

Access to Instructional Support and Student Services 

 

90% 

10% Approximately 90% of all respondents indicated 
that they had adequate access to instructional 
support and student services, including: 

• Faculty Feedback and Communication 
• Academic Advising 
• Registration Assistance 
• Financial Aid 
• Testing 
• Installment Plans/Payments 
• General information regarding the WCJC 

response to the pandemic 

 

 

 
Instructional Preferences 

When asked about their preferred method of 
instruction, students ranked various modalities 
as follows: 

1. Face-to-Face 
2. Hybrid 
3. Asynchronous Online 
4. Synchronous Online 

However, preference rankings varied based on 
the subject matter. Students strongly preferred 
face-to-face instruction for science and math 
fields, while communication and social science 
offerings showed similar preference ratings for 
both face-to-face and online. 
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Online! Hybrid! 

Face-to-
Face! 



The percentage of WCJC graduates 
who leave school with student loan debt 
has decreased over the five most recent 
academic years, with approximately 
33% of our students graduating with 
debt at the end of AY 2019.  The 
comparison to our Medium Community 
College peers for that same year 
indicates that WCJC students graduate 
with debt at approximately the same rate 
as students in our peer group.   

Follow the Money… 
Student debt has one of the largest impacts on the higher education community of any issue in modern times.  At 
WCJC, our students have told us that one reason they chose to attend college with us is because they will receive 
a quality education at an affordable price.  They have also let us know that, for 45% of them, the number one 
reason they would leave WCJC is due to lack of finances.  For this feature, we will look at data from the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Accountability Report to better understand how our students fare when it 
comes to finances. 

Amount of Student Loan Debt; WCJC vs. Peer Group (AY 2019) 

 

 

 

Professional Development Opportunities 

“The Future of Student Affairs”   March 3; 1:00pm   Registration Link 
Take a look ahead to a post-COVID world…How will student affairs continue to evolve to respond to student 
needs, enhance opportunities for diversity and inclusion, and promote successful outcomes for all? 
 
“Reconnecting, Reenrolling, and Retaining Stopped Out Students”   Article Link 
 
“Who Owns Student Success on Your Campus?”     Webinar Link 
A critical look at how various institutions have made intentional changes to build partnerships and overcome 
barriers to student success. 
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The previous totals show that WCJC students with debt tend to owe less than the median amount owed for our 
Medium Community College peers as a whole.   

Percent of Graduates with Debt; WCJC (AY 2015 – 2019) vs. Peer Group 

The median amount of debt 
per graduate (with debt) for 

our Medium Community 
College peers is  

$13,957. 

The median amount of debt 
per graduate (with debt) for 

Wharton County Junior 
College students is 

$13,741. 
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http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/AcctPublic/InteractiveReport/AddReport
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6316105676642/WN_62g42FGgRECpZy5v2k3sxw?utm_medium=email&utm_source=sharpspring&sslid=Mzc2sTAwMbEwNTQyAgA&sseid=MzK0MDY2NTMxtAAA&jobid=1f54279a-d9b3-40eb-bde4-6767a502d6ba
https://www.league.org/node/631825
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv0c6eLw38U&feature=youtu.be

